
 

 

Events Suggestions for Schools 

Art Class 

 Art exhibits 

STUDENT PIECES: Give students a topic (e.g. healthy relationships, violence, violence in 

the media, unhealthy relationships, gender-based violence, etc.) to create a piece that 

embodies that theme for them. Put on a student art show or have pieces displayed in 

different areas around the school/larger community. 

OTHER: Unheard Voices by Jason Dilley is an exhibit that takes a plaster mask of 

someone and a recording of their story of violence. The audience listens to the story as 

they look at the plaster mask. Central Michigan University created a variation they 

called Spoken, in which pictures of survivors are painted over and stories are recorded 

on MP3 players. The Center for Digital Storytelling (www.storycenter.org) takes survivor 

stories and sets them to images and music. Explore your options.  

Installation Pieces  

FLAGS: Purchase small vinyl or plastic flags and insert into a grassy area on school 

grounds or on the walls in the school cafeteria/lobby/etc. Calculate the annual number 

of dating violence survivors for the local area and place this number of flags in the 

ground/on the wall. Staff a table nearby to explain the purpose of the flags and 

distribute more information about dating violence. This can also be done with 

“homemade” flags and statistics of incidents on a local college campus. For a good 

example of using flags on campus, visit the Red Flag Campaign website at 

http://www.theredflagcampaign.org  

SILENT WITNESSES: Cardboard or wood cutouts of a human form stand as a “silent 

witness” to the violence and are perfect for awareness activities. Place statistics of 

violence on the chest or the name and story of someone who has been a victim of 

domestic/sexual/dating violence. 

Assemblies 

Include messages of healthy relationships in speeches, cheers, etc. Invite guest speakers on the 

topic of healthy relationships and dating violence to be the center of the assembly. Announce 

the winners of healthy relationship poster contests, upcoming awareness events, etc. during the 

assembly.  

 

http://www.storycenter.org/
http://www.theredflagcampaign.org/


 

 

Awards 

Give small awards (kudos®, “STAR” mints, etc.) to students seen promoting healthy relationships 

and challenging violent or intolerant behavior. There is no need to make a big deal about this – 

quietly slip the candy onto the student’s desk, hand it to them as they pass in the hall, etc. 

Clothesline Project 

The Clothesline Project began as a vehicle for women affected by violence to express their 

emotions by decorating a shirt. They then hang the shirt on a clothesline to be viewed by others 

as testimony to the problem of violence against women. Today, Clothesline Projects provide 

awareness about sexual and domestic violence, hate crimes, and child abuse. Many 

communities have developed culturally-specific Clothesline Projects (e.g. Asian Clothesline 

Project in MA). Most events include a shirt-making session, held in conjunction with a display of 

recently or previously created shirts. Alternatively, you might arrange simply to display 

previously created T-shirts only. The shirts may be color-coded to show the form of abuse and 

whether the victim survived the abuse they experienced. 

While these events can be large or small, organizers should begin planning at least six months 

prior to the event date. You may also consider asking local businesses to provide the shirts and 

other supplies for this event. For more information, visit www.clotheslineproject.org. 

Coaches/Mentors 

Encourage coaches, after school programs, and mentor programs that work with students to use 

programs such as “Coaching Boys into Men” www.coaches-corner.org, “Girls on the Run” 

www.girlsontherun.org, “Start Strong” www.startstrongteens.org, etc.  

Community Service Projects 

Many core classes include and even require community service and service learning projects. 

Ask your local DV/SA program if they need volunteers. Think outside the box – painting art for 

their walls, doing a clothing/basic needs drive, working a health fair booth, working or attending 

one of their fundraisers/awareness activities, making or fixing something for their offices, etc. 

Denim Days 

Denim Day is an international protest in response to the Italian Supreme Court's overruling of a 

rape conviction in 1999. An Italian woman was raped, and when the case went to trial, the jury 

found her assailant guilty. The Supreme Court then overturned the ruling, saying that jeans are 

so difficult to remove, the assailant could not have done so without the victim’s help. 

To honor Denim Day, people are encouraged to wear jeans to work or school in order to 

promote awareness. Your organization can also print stickers or buttons with Denim Day slogans  

http://www.clotheslineproject.org/
http://www.coaches-corner.org/
http://www.girlsontherun.org/
http://www.startstrongteens.org/


 

 

on them, to encourage people to ask, “What is Denim Day?” To make this event successful, 

effective promotion is the key. Your organization should publicize this event to as many 

businesses and schools as possible. Information about sexual assault should be sent out with the 

information about Denim Day. Peace Over Violence (formerly Los Angeles Commission on 

Assaults Against Women), sponsors a Denim Day in LA campaign with various related resources. 

Visit www.denimdayinla.org for more information. 

Drama/Theater Class/Club 

Many plays have undertones of (or overt) violence and even sexual violence.  

Essay Contest 

Invite students to write anonymous poems or essays about how domestic, sexual, or dating 

violence has affected them in their lives or how they’ve come through the violence (something 

positive). Allow them to turn these entries in anonymously as well. Publish the collection for 

students, parents, and possibly area agencies. 

Fundraisers 

ENVIRONMENT: At all fundraisers put on by the school, sports teams, boosters clubs, etc. 

encourage the hanging of healthy relationship messages and posters at the booth.  

PRODUCTS: on t-shirts, bracelets, coffee sleeves, popcorn bags, pencils/pens, etc. include a 

message about healthy relationships or the number to the local service provider. Develop a sort 

of healthy relationship “slogan” for the school to put on all products and promotional materials. 

PROFIT: most fundraisers will already have a designated recipient. However, do a clothing or 

basic need drive in conjunction with your fundraiser that will also benefit a local shelter or give a 

portion of the proceeds to a local DV/SA program.  

Graduation themes 

Many schools do events leading up to senior graduation. Include a healthy relationship 

presentation, risk reduction information, and/or a discussion about making the transition from 

high school to college safer in these graduation events. Be sure not to gender-discriminate – 

provide information to the entire class. 

Library Suggestions 

Encourage your school to have a selection of books that talk about and give resources for 

interpersonal violence. Examples of such books can be found in the Language Arts section of this 

curriculum. Have displays for each awareness month and information about local service 

providers available (January – Stalking Awareness Month, February – Teen Dating Violence and  

http://www.denimdayinla.org/


 

 

Prevention Month, April – Sexual Assault Awareness Month, October – Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month).  

Music Class 

INSTRUMENTAL: In music theory and music history, include the composer’s reason for creating 

the piece if known. Give a back story of what was going on during that time period in that part 

of the world (many classical pieces were written in time of war, in violent environments. How 

could something modern society deems beautiful be created in a time of ugliness?) Include 

pieces that show both a violent society and a healing one (think Les Miserables).  

VOCAL: Have students examine the lyrics of the songs chosen to sing. With the success of shows 

like “GLEE”, popular music has become part of the vocal music repertoire. Are the songs chosen 

promoting healthy relationships? Are they violent in any way? Sexist?  

Poster campaigns 

Students can participate in school wide, grade specific, or class specific poster campaigns. 

Determine the central message for the posters (hands are not for hitting, kNOw more, and my 

strength are all campaigns that can give you ideas for your message). Display posters in all public 

areas of the school. Include resources for students who may need to talk to a service provider. 

National and local numbers, websites, and brochures are available. Be sure to include the back 

of bathroom stalls, computer cubicles, etc. as areas you display. This ensures that there is some 

privacy for students to write down the resource information. 

Prom/Dance Initiatives 

THEMES: Choose a theme for prom/homecoming/grade specific dance or outing that reflects 

the school’s healthy relationship philosophy.  

STAMPS: Buy a hand stamp that includes a positive relationship message and the crisis number 

of a local service provider. Each student that comes to the dance will then have valuable 

information without having to seek it out. 

MUSIC: Go through the song list of the DJ to look for music that is derogatory or violent. Most 

schools do not allow this music to be played anyway, but many do not realize that the “radio 

edit” of many songs leave in violent or derogatory messages. 

PTA/Boosters meetings 

Invite local service providers and other guest speakers to educate parents and teachers both on 

the dynamics of dating violence and the importance of promoting healthy relationships. Include 

healthy relationship messages and tips for talking to students in all materials (such as 

newsletters) distributed by the PTA/Boosters club. 



 

 

Take Back the Night 

Take Back the Night (TBTN) is an international phenomenon that began in the early 1970’s in 

Germany in response to a series of sexual assaults and murders. TBTN rallies and marches have 

been held throughout the United States since the late 1970’s. Local communities in the United 

States, Canada, Latin America, India, and Europe have been organizing TBTN marches and rallies 

to unify individuals to stand against violence in their communities. 

TBTN can include a candlelight vigil, a rally, a survivor speak-out, and a large-scale public march. 

Many organizations have incorporated the arts into their event with banner- making contests, 

musical performances, poetry, and exhibits. Be sure to check with your local law enforcement 

official regarding legal status of your event and safety issues. Visit www.takebackthenight.org 

for more information and resources 

Technology Safety 

Be sure to talk about being safe while using technology in EVERY CLASS that uses some form of 

technology. For more information and tips, go to www.netsmartz.org 

Website 

Include a slogan or revolving healthy relationship message, news, local service providers, etc. on 

the school’s homepage. If possible, partner with all schools in your district to have a unified 

message and materials. 

 

http://www.takebackthenight.org/
http://www.netsmartz.org/

